
Modern European History 10 – Summer Reading Guide 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 

Pre-reading suggestion:  On-line, or in an encyclopedia, read a synopsis of World War I. 

Concentrate on the participation of the Germans in that conflict. Be particularly attentive to the 

fighting along the “Western Front” (Northern France and Belgium).    

The story revolves around a young German recruit, Paul Baumer, and the other soldiers in his 

unit. Several of these men have just graduated from high school, with Paul.    

   

1. Who are his high school friends? ( Names , distinguishing characteristics?)   

2. What are their motivations for volunteering to join the German army?       

3. Two key figures who are not amongst Paul’s friends are Kantorek and Himmelstoss. Who 

is each of these men, and what roles do they play in the story? 

4. Keep an eye on the BOOTS. How are they important in the story?  

5. Paul says, very specifically, that there are a certain few things that a soldier needs “to be 

content”. What would these be? 

6. Be aware of the geographic LOCATIONS in which Paul and his mates have their 

experiences >> in battle; on leave; and at the times when they are performing other duties 

and activities. 

7.  Kaiser Wilhelm (Emperor of Germany) makes an appearance in the novel. What purpose 

does he serve in the story? 

8. After a few years in fierce combat, Paul and other members of his unit discuss why the 

war in which they are enmeshed is being fought. “Why are we in this war”, they ask. 

What are their conclusions? Are these different than their views when they joined up? (as 

in earlier question).  

9. Why do the Germans lose the war? Paul and unit mates discuss this question. 

10. As the war drags on, be attentive to the gradual decimation of Paul’s entire unit. Be 

attentive to the various ways each of these men perishes.  

11. As you read, make note of particular scenes in the story that you feel call for further 

discussion in your Modern European History class, come the fall.    Keep in mind that, 

for the most part, the soldiers in this classic novel are only a very few years older than 

you are now.  


