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Summer Reading Primer  
  
Characters/Place 
  
Corrie Ten Boom  Betsie Ten Boom  Opa (Casper Ten Boom)   Nollie Ten Boom  
Fred/Flip    Mama     Bulldog (Harry DeVries)   Tante Bep  
Karel     Willem     Capt. Otto Altschaler    Lt. Rahms  
Kik      Smit     Eusie (Meyer Mossel)    Mary Itallie  
Toos     Cocky     Mr. Moorman     Rolf van Fliet  
Tine     Mr. and Mrs. Weil  Pickwick      Beje  
Haarlem    Amsterdam    Ravensbruck     Barracks 28  
Vught     Scheveningen   Peter       Tante Anna  
Mien     Christoffels    Fred Koornstra     Tante Jans 
  
Quotes  
  
“That was Father’s secret:  not that he overlooked the differences in people; that he didn’t know they were 
there.”  (Corrie, about her father; p. 13)  
  
“I know that the experiences of our lives, when we let God use them, become the mysterious and perfect 
preparation for the work He will give us to do.”  (Corrie, on focusing more on the future than on the past; p. 
15)  
  
“Happiness isn’t something that depends on our surroundings, Corrie.  It’s something we make inside 
ourselves.”  (Mama, on the unhappiness of Tante Bep; p. 33)  
  
“And so I learned that love is larger than the walls which shut it in.”  (Corrie, on her mother’s positive and 
powerful influence in town, even though she was homebound; p. 48)  
  
“How should a Christian act when evil is in power?”  (Corrie, on learning of the underground’s various 
activities, and on understanding the importance of not asking questions; p. 71)  
  
“That was one thing the occupation had done for Holland:  churches were packed.”  (Corrie’s observation; 
p. 75)  
  
“My job was simply to follow His leading one step at a time, holding every decision up to Him in prayer.”  
(Corrie, on trusting God to ask Fred Koornstra about the ration cards; p. 83)  
  
“Perhaps only when human effort had done its best and failed, would God’s power alone be free to work.”  
(Corrie, on realizing that eventually, people will discover their secrets; p. 123)  
  
“Dear Jesus, I whispered as the door slammed and her footsteps died away, how foolish of me to have called 
for human help when You are here.  To think that Father sees You now, face to face!  To think that he and 
Mama are together again, walking those bright streets…”  (Corrie, on dealing with the news of her father’s 
death; p. 157)  
  



“Miss Ten Boom, it is possible that I appear to you a powerful person.  I wear a uniform.  I have a certain 
authority over those under me.  But I am in prison, dear lady from Haarlem, a prison stronger than this one.”  
(Lt. Rahms, on his internal struggle as a Nazi; p. 162)  
  
“For I too had a hiding place when things were bad.  Jesus was this place, the Rock cleft for me.”  (Corrie, at 
Vught, looking at the hole where the ants hid; p. 169)  
  
“He hung naked on the cross.”  (and later)  “Betsie, they took His clothes too.”  Ahead of me I heard a 
little gasp.  “Oh, Corrie.  And I never thanked Him.”  (Corrie and Betsie, on making sense of their frequent 
strip searches; p. 196)  
  
“More and more the distinction between prayer and the rest of life seemed to be vanishing for Betsie.”  
(Corrie’s observation in Barracks 28; p. 197)  
  
Reflection Questions  
  
1.  What role do dreams/visions play and how do they foreshadow events later on in the book?  
  
2.  How does Corrie struggle with her faith in God throughout the story?  How is this different from Betsie’s 
faith in God?   
  
3.  What was Betsie's dream for her and Corrie after the war?  Whom will they serve?  Does this dream 
come true for both of them?  
  
4.  Discuss some of the "miracles" that happen in the story.  What does this reveal about how Corrie and 
Betsie understand the presence of God in their suffering?  
  
5.  On many occasions, Corrie is asked to trust in the Lord.  Give one example of when she does so.  
Explain why this is so risky.  Discuss why it is also so necessary.  (8)  
  
6.  Throughout the book, family is extremely important.  Give two examples of how Corrie's family stuck 
together.  Why was this so vital to their story and to their survival?  (8)  
  
7.  Discuss at least one instance in the book when Corrie's enemies seemed to betray their superiors and 
actually help the resistance.  What might this tell us about people?  (8)  
  
Major Themes  
  
1.  What unique quality of love does Betsie have that Corrie has such a difficult time understanding and 
emulating?  Give an example.  At one point, Corrie says, “And it wasn’t until gathering twigs later in the 
morning that I realized that I had been thinking of the feeble-minded, and Betsie of our persecutors.”  How 
does this quote reveal and illustrate this ability?  
  
2.  What specific item seems to keep Corrie and Betsie going through all their time in prison?  Why is this?  
How does this relate to their father and to how they were raised?  Corrie writes, “The blacker the night 
around us grew, the brighter and truer and more beautiful burned the word of God.”  What does she mean 
by this?  How does this give them hope?  
  
3.  Towards the end of the story, Betsie tells Corrie, “We must tell people what we have learned here.  We 
must tell them that there is no pit so deep that God is not deeper still.  They will listen to us, Corrie, because 
we have been here.”  What is Betsie saying here?  What does she mean by, “They will listen to us…because 
we have been here”?  


