
English 9 – Summer Reading Guide 
 

 
All rising ninth graders at St. Sebastian’s will read one novel to prepare them for the 

work required in English 9.  Whether at an Honors or a Standard level, students should read the 
text carefully, perhaps noting in their books information that seems important as they read.  
These annotations, designed only to help students remember these texts more clearly, might 
include significant moments in plot, characterization, action, or theme.  Students should expect a 
discussion of this novel along with a reading test or essay of some kind during the first week of 
classes. 

 
Black Ships Before Troy by Rosemary Sutcliff 

 
Homer’s Iliad is a foundational work in Western Literature.  Sutcliff’s novel, which is based on 
the great poem, re-tells the story of Achilles, Agamemnon, Menelaus, Hector and Paris.  You 
will spend much of the first semester reading Homer’s Odyssey, so knowledge of the Trojan War 
and the many heroes who fought in it will serve you well.  You should consider the following 
questions as you read: 
 
 

 
1. Who is responsible for the start of the Trojan War?  How much responsibility belongs to the 

gods?  How much belongs to humans? 
 

2. Why doesn’t Achilles initially join the other warriors as they prepare to go to Troy?  How do 
they get him to go with them? 

 
3. What causes the disagreement between Achilles and Agamemnon?  How is this dispute 

settled? 
 

4. Paris and Menelaus engage in single combat.  How does it go? 
 

5. How do the gods intervene during battle?  Why do certain gods choose to support the Trojans 
and certain gods choose to support the Greeks? 

 
6. Consider Hector.  What does he value most? 

 
7. What happens to Patroclus?  Be specific. 

 
8. Why does Achilles fianlly decide to fight? 

 
9. Describe the battle between Achilles and Hector. 

   
10. What does Achilles do after he has defeated Hector? 


