


Students Showcase Talent
At Annual Spring Review

By TOM NUNAN 11

Each year, the Fine Arts
Department of St. Sebastian’s puts
on the Spring Revue, a collection
of musical and dramatic perfor-
mances. This year’s presentation
took place in Ward Hall on April 24.
Despite initial concerns that there
wouldn’t be enough acts to fill the
program this year, the evening
turned out to be quite a substantial
one, comprised of many different
acts, each one entertaining in its
own right.

The Revue began with a
wonderfully engaging performance
by the Percussion Ensemble. The
group, comprised of Chris Crowley
"11, Peter Cimini 12, Nikolas Fischer
14, Mark Lane 12, and Thayer Wade
'13, and directed by Mr. Grohmann,
used an effective combination of
percussion instruments (like djemb-
es, snare drums, and full drum sets)
to “Welcome” the audience in excit-
ing fashion—no other instrument
families needed.

Next came Tom Keefe '11,
who did a great job singing the
James Taylor classic “Fire and Rain”
and accompanying himself on key-
board. With an incredibly clear and
polished execution, he brought us
deep into the situation of the song.

Following was an instru-
mental duet by Tom Nunan on
piano and Robbie Spencer ‘11 on
alto saxophone, who performed
Henry Mancini’s classic “Pink Pan-
ther”. This was the fourth duet the
pair has performed at school, and it
proved to be yet another success.

Afterward, we had the
privilege of viewing a very humor-
ous skit, written and directed by
John Barrack '11. The skit, entitled
“Celebrity Jeopardy,’ featured
John Barrack as the infamous Alex
Trebek, Mark Lane '12 as rapper
Lil'Wayne, Sean Frazzette "12 as
Olympic gold-medalist swimmer
Mark Spitz, and Tom Keefe as Daniel
Radcliffe. The skit poked fun at the
various celebrities, had authentic
costumes, and as an added bonus,
utilized volunteers from the audi-
ence. Since this was the only dra-
matic performance of any kind the

entire evening, it especially was a
welcome addition to the program.

Following the skit, An-
drew Spencer '10 performed Five
for Fighting's popular song “100
Years” on piano. His performance
too was nearly flawless and quite
poised.

Patrick Clark 13 per-
formed next, singing “Gotta Be
Somebody” by Nickelback, and
accompanying himself on piano as
well. As many know, all of Pat-
rick’s previous performances have
proved impressive, and this one
was certainly no different.

The Pop Rock Ensemble,
made up of Matt Brennan ‘09 on
bass guitar, Kenny Chen 13 and
Luke Scotten '13 on guitars as well,
Connor Wiik ‘11 on drums, and
Patrick Clark singing, and directed
by Mr. Pettine, came next. They
performed Ozzy Osbourne’s “Crazy
Train,” performing exceptionally
and bringing the intense feel that
is indicative of hard rock to the
evening. The guitar solos were
amazing!

Tom Nunan performed
again, this time as a soloist, playing
“Being Alive” (a Stephen Sondheim
song from the musical Company)
on piano.

Another impressive pair of
the evening, Paul Lee "11 on piano
and Kenny Chen on violin, turned
in a second duet, doing an incred-
ible job with J.S. Bach's setting
of the “Ave Maria.” Watching this
performance was truly a special

occasion—their playing was so
heartfelt and dramatic. Hopefully
Paul and Kenny will team up again
in the future.

Finally, to close out the
evening, we heard three great
songs by the Advanced Jazz Funk
Band, under the direction of Mr.
Grohmann. The musicians were
Tom Balanda '10 on keyboard,
Matt Brennan on bass guitar, Peter
Cimini on drums, Patrick Clark
as the vocalist, Mike Healey '10
on guitar, Joseph Mears '14 on
trumpet, and Andrew Sullivan "13
and Robbie Spencer 11, both on
saxophones. The group performed
Herbie Hancock’s “Cantaloupe
Island,” Maroon 5's “Makes Me Won-
der,”and Stevie Wonder’s “Signed
Sealed Delivered.” They performed
this same set at the jazz festival
they attended in January, which
was especially helpful for those
who were unable to attend the
event. Through these performanc-
es, each of the musicians proved
that they were an integral part of
the band as a whole, but were also
equally successful at soloing.

, along with the rest
of the audience, was genuinely
amazed by the caliber of all the
entertainment at this year’s Spring
Revue. If you missed this year’s
Spring Revue, you certainly missed
alot. Audiences are just as neces-
sary as performers, so come next
year, witness the achievements of
all the performers, and be a part of
the action yourself.

John Barrack’s “Celebrity Jeopardy” skit entertained the audience
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Stephen Swenson, VP of Haemonetics, addresses Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Students

Haemonetics Vice President
Speaks To Science Students

By JOHN O’'CONNOR ‘10

Tractor beams are real! At least
that’s what | gathered from the
presentation given by the two
Haemonetics employees who
came to our school a couple
weeks ago. Haemonetics is “the
blood management company,’
and our science department was
kind enough to invite them to our
school to talk about their company
and what they do. Stephen Swen-
son, a vice president of the com-
pany, and Peter Allen, the chief
marketing officer and father of
students, Charles and Thomas Al-
len, presented during the second,
third, fifth, and sixth periods of the
day on which they visited. The pre-
sentations were open to all juniors
and seniors interested in studying
engineering or science in college,
Paul Lee showed up as well.

One might not expect a
talk about science to be all that
cool, but in fact it was fascinating
and very informative. The main
function of the Haemonetics
Corporation is to improve the way
blood is donated, and prepared for
patients, so they started off talk-

ing a lot about that. In a normal
blood donation, they can take 1
unit of plasma (about 55% of the
total donation), 1 unit of Red cells
(about 45% of total donation), and
1 unit of platelets (less than 1% of
the total donation). After they give
that one bag of blood, the patient
needs to wait about 60 days or so
to donate again. This coupled with
the fact that only about 5% of the
eligible population donates blood
regularly, leads to a shortage in
blood. Haemonetics creates prod-
ucts to make the donation process
more efficient. One machine they
showed us was an instrument that
allows for more units of each com-
ponent of blood to be donated

in one sitting, and increases the
amount of times a donor can do-
nate in a year. For example, instead
of just getting one unit of red cells,
one unit of plasma, and one unit of
platelets, they can take 2 units of
red cells or 30 units of platelets in
a single donation, and return the
unneeded material back to the pa-
tient’s blood stream. Donors using
this process are also able to donate
more frequently.

Another project that
Haemonetics is working on has to
do with moving particles purely by
the power of light. That's right la-
dies and gentlemen, tractor beams
just like the aliens have. By focus-
ing lasers at microscopic transpar-
ent particles, they are actually able
to hold the particle still or move it
anywhere they want, just by focus-
ing the laser differently. Practical?
One might be inclined to answer
with a definitive “no, sir,” but this is
in fact a potentially groundbreak-
ing study. Haemonetics is currently
looking into this technology for
use in separating certain particles
from blood, but hopes to find fur-
ther uses for it in the future, such
as mass water filtration.

All in all, the Haemonetics
presentation was well worth miss-
ing lunch for, and | know many
people feel the same. For someone
hoping to someday become an
engineer of some sort, it was really
helpful for my understanding of
what sort of things are done by
engineers, and how much they can
actually improve little things, such

as blood donation.

Editors Rise To New Power

Continued from pg. 1

Raphael, Michelangelo, Donatello,
Leonardo. In that order.
Less well known are the Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse,
as revealed by God in the book
of Revelation: Pestilence, Fam-
ine, War, and Death. Obviously,
there has to be some connection
here. Ruff is clearly the Pestilence
because | think he might have the
H1N1 right now. Violence drives
Edmund’s every action, thus he is
War. Ecclesine is death. Just look
at the kid. Ned really doesn’t look
a lot like Famine but he takes it
because it's the only horseman left.
On a completely different
note, let’s talk about Pokemon.
With the recent craze that has
seized the school, it is only natural
that we relate each of the new
editors to a Pokemon character in
order that the school body may
relate to us. We'll start with Ruffolo,
who is undoubtedly the legendary
Pikachu. He's the shortest of the

Holy Tetrumvirate, as the average
height of the foursome is 6’2", with
Ruff standing a Napoleonic 5'11"
Ruff is also the classic compan-
ion; he breaks up the heated
arguments and putative artillery
skirmishes between Kingsley and
his counterpart, Murphy, and can
always be counted on as a reliable
editor.

Murphy is none other than Onyx.
Tall, lanky, and comprised of large,
connected boulders, Murph is the
young-gun of the squad. However,
as Kingsley often discovers, front-
ing Eddie-Mizzlez will resultin a
dangerous Rock-Throw attack.
Ecclesine is Chancey, the nurse/
nice guy Pokemon. Let’s face it,
everyone likes Chancey, who is a
relatively pacifistic Pokemon; they
work behind the counter at the
Pokemon Centers and hospitals,
and will heal Pokemon for free!
Further supporting my point,
Chancey’s best attack is probably
tackle, and is relatively harmless;
he is Ecclesine: the gentle giant.

Last, but in no way, shape, or form,
least, is Ned Kingsley. Although

it is tempting to classify him

as Charizard (self -xplanatory),
Kingsley is Sandslash. First, simply
look at the kid; he might as well
literally be Sandslash. Kingsley is
full of wisdom and sagacity, being
the student he is, but when he
runs out of things to say, he throws
out a Sandshrew-esque Sand Kick
attack, which results in virtually no
benefit for Kingsley but does blind
the opponent with sand to the
eyes, frustrate him, and force him
to give up the argument (heis a
Moot Court and Debate stud after
all). Psyduck.

Anyway, despite these numerous
diversions that probably detract
from the overall quality of the ar-
ticle, the point remains that this is
perhaps the most legendary group
ever assembled. As the saying goes
“Red sky in morning, sailors take
warning. Red sky at night, sailors’
delight” All | can say is, Walrus
fans, there's a red sky tonight.

Seniors’

By CHRIS MARINO“10

Each year a different
group of seniors ends its tenure at
St. Sebastian’s School, and yet each
of its members always finishes with
the same project: senior service.
While younger students may think
that this is a five-week vacation
from school, | have learned that
this period of time teaches a
student more about life than all of
his previous classes.

From working with
adolescents in elementary schools
to helping elderly people in
assisted living facilities to serving
underprivileged families around
Boston, each student performs
a life-changing duty. | found
that most of the students | had
the chance to speak with were
working with children. This is a
great type of service, as surely
these seniors can connect with the
kids who were in their shoes only
years before.

Although it was difficult
to find any seniors wandering the
campus (between their AP exams
and service requirements), | was
able to locate a few to discuss their
service projects with me. | was
able to catch Kevin Driscoll while
leaving an AP exam. He is working
at Pope John Paul Il Elementary
School in Dorchester. Kevin said
that he couldn’t be happier with
his placement, and felt that his
time was being well spent with the
students at the school. He really
seemed to be enjoying his service,
which is surely one of the ultimate
goals of the whole program.

Another student willing
to tell me about his time was
Greg Jacques. The future Bentley
basketball star is working at an
elementary school with fellow
classmate Steve Rogers. The
school is called James Russell
Lowell Elementary School, and
it is located in Watertown. Greg
explained that he and Steve were
helping to teach and look after the
young students there. He went

Service Makes the
Seb’s Community Proud

on to say that his favorite part
of the service was going to gym
class. Overall, he feels that the
experience is great and that the
kids’ enthusiasm is a major part of
that feeling. He said, “l really love it
there. The kids are great.”

Another student who |
had a chance to talk to was Terrell
Diggs. Terrell, who will be playing
football over at Stonehill College
next fall, also went back to an
elementary school for his project.
His experience was a little bit
different, however, as his place of
service has a sentimental value to
it.

Terrell returned to Nativity
Prep, his old stomping grounds, in
Jamaica Plain, where he was able
to work with kids from the Boston
area. Similar to Greg, he enjoyed
his time in the classroom, and
took pride in making a difference
in these young kids'lives. He put
it best when he said, “It's nice to
go back with kids in the same
situation as me to help." Terrell’s
statement really stuck in my
mind because of how deep of a
connection he felt with the kids
he was working with. For him,
this was not just a hiatus from
academic responsibilities, but
rather an opportunity for him to
help the community. He felt that
he needed to do something to
pay back for the gift of attending
St. Sebastian’s, and what better
way to do so than by helping kids
in the same situation as yourself.
Terrell truly showed gratitude
for the opportunities that he has
been given in his life, and wanted
to share his feelings with those in
need. Through his work, he was
able to gain perspective on his
gifts, and try to return the favor
to those in a similar situation.
Terrell's experience seems to be a
memorable one, something that
he will surely hold onto for his
whole life.

Similar to the afore-
mentioned students, Ned Supple
also worked at a school. However,

this school was very different from
the others. Ned is working at the
Walker School in his hometown

of Needham. This is a school

for children with learning and
behavioral disabilities, and a
community that St. Sebastian’s has
donated to in the past. He has had
such an amazing experience at this
school that he chose to discuss it
in his senior chapel speech. Ned
vocalized that upon entering

he was a little skeptical about
whether or not he would enjoy his
time at the Walker School, however
through his time with the children
he became enthralled with his
work.

Ned said during his
speech, “Each day presents
different challenges for different
kids and | try to do my best to help
both the students and the teachers
deal with those challenges as they
come up. With only nine kids in
my classroom, | have gotten to
know all of them well and they
have opened up to me in ways |
did not expect. A job that | once
assumed would be depressing
has turned into a job that | look
forward to each day.” These words
surely express the feelings shared
by the whole Class of 2009 when
they began their service. Ned
described that although times
can be challenging at the school,
at the end of the day all of the
struggles are worth it, because he
is influencing the lives of those
who need it. He truly learned the
life lesson of perseverance through
his time at the Walker School.

The true impetus
behind the whole senior service
program is Mr. Nunan. Despite
his busy schedule of teaching and
coaching, Mr. Nunan takes the
time to place each student in the
proper work place, as well as work
alongside them to assure that
everything is running smoothly.
Through his tireless effort, the
seniors are able to enter their

Continued on pg 3



Student Council Calls for
Stalwart New Officers

By EDMUND MURPHY ‘11

For student body presi-
dent Luke Sullivan ‘09 and school
wide vice-president Mike Foley
‘09, it has surely been a good run.
Looking back on their year in office,
we remember how each Monday
morning in Corporate Chapel, we
were greeted with Luke’s trademark
signature “Good morning, gentle-
men.” which elicited a snide chuckle
from almost every weary-eyed, half
asleep student in the audience.

We remember Luke encouraging
the student body to attend huge
sporting events, which many of us
rallied to attend. In addition, in a
legendary moment, Luke flawlessly
recited the 75-line mother of all
poems (Tennyson’s “Ulysses”). Heck,
we even remember Jamie Curley
‘09, not even a member of Luke’s
cabinet, step up to the podium
with perhaps the quote of the year:
“Sharing is for communists. And
nobody here wants to be a com-
munist, right?” All these little things
combine to make the Sullivan
presidency one to remember. But
now, as the 2009 school year comes
to a close, we look toward a new
regime, with Brad Walker '10 at its
head, and Ryan McCarthy "10, who
apparently was born in Kenya, as
the vice-president.

With the coming of this
new school year, student council
will take on a different meaning.
Nick Chappel‘11, the class vice-
president for the rising juniors, fully
understands this new view:“In the
past, it's been a joke, more like a
stand up comedy routine, and we
want to change it into something
serious, but fun at the same time.”
Being a member of the sophomore
class myself, | have already seen
a change in demeanor about the
newly elected officers, with Alex
Spear '11, as president. Students
in every class will continue to
enjoy themselves, but as the class
moderators at each grade level
insist, student officers will need to
step up, and begin to take a more
active role in representing their
classmates and making changes for

the better. Walker, McCarthy, and
treasurer Steve Matulis ‘10, seem
up to this task. One thing we, as a
student body, can look forward to
from Walker, is this mixed blend

of seriousness and humor; the
healthy balance of the two being
what student council is truly trying
to put on display.

Even though the top rung of the
ladder (the school-wide officers)
are the only group that has an
effect on the entire school as a
whole, it is just as important to
give recognition to the other
younger leaders of the school, who
hope to bring great new changes,
and a great 2009-2010 school

year to their fellow classmates
through representing them. The
rising junior class is led by student-
council veteran Alex Spear, with

Newly elected Reps play Harry Potter at the 9-10 grade semiformal

Nick Chappel as vice-president,

as previously mentioned. The
dynamic duo are also the President
and Vice-President, respectively, of
the rising junior SADD class, and
their leadership in both areas will
be counted on greatly as the 2011
looks to go to new heights this
coming year. The rising sopho-
mores are lead by Conor Haughey
and VP Kevin Dillon. With newly
elected officers for each new class,
there is a lot to look forward to,

as student council as a whole will
take on the new year with a new
challenge; less comedy, more de-
cisive action. The Walrus welcomes
in the new schoolwide president
elect, Brad Walker, and his star-
studded cabinet, for what should
be both a hilarious and productive

2009-2010 school year.

The thoughtful cast of the Lower School play, Darius the Dragon, with directors Keefe and Barrack

Darius Roars Into Sebs

By JOHN BARRACK 11

On the 8th of May, 2009, the St
Sebastian’s Drama Club put on the
show Darius the Dragon for all who
attended. The show consisted of
purely middle school members (7th
and 8th grades) and was directed
by sophomores John Barrack and
Tom Keefe. I'll give you, the reader,
some background info on the story.
The story centered on Darius, a
dragon who was unearthed from
his underground cave by a bull-
dozer and was thrust into a world
of tall buildings, weird objects, loud
noises, and strange smells. It's a far
cry from the clear streams and flow-
ering meadows he remembered.
The play followed Darius as he led
a crusade to find the king of this
new land. The show was the original
idea of Tom Keefe who came to me,

John Barrack, in early March with
an idea and a plan. The idea was
to put on a show for the middle
school lads who had been denied
the ability to star in either of the
fall or winter plays. The plan was to
put it on by the end of the year.
And so, after a pitch to the head
honcho of the D club Senor Rog-
ers, Tom and | began casting for
the roles of Darius, his best friend
Junior; Louis, the gangster of the
play; and the many other, impor-
tant roles. Remember, there are
no small parts. After casting, we
started the two hour practices, two
times per week, every week.

To add to the frustration, Chris
Riley "13 was cast as Louis the
gangster. After half of March and
all of April, we were ready to put
the show on in Ward hall. Then
Tech week happened—the five

days of four hour practices with
next to no rest. To top that, | was
coming down with the flu (not that
kind) and | was hard of hearing. By
the end of the week, my hair was
aging prematurely and | needed
to yell to be heard, but the show
went on.

The curtains (we have curtains,
right?) rose and Julian Matra '13 as
Darius drew his sword to become
the greatest dragon this side of
the world. Darius was up against
the Kingdom of Establishment, the
Kingdom of Park, Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, and an angry old, Irish
policeman, but he still was able to
have his cave/home repaired and
go back under the ground for an-
other year before his birthday for a
party. The play was very successful
and a treat for all who witnessed

the performance.

Harry Potter Rocks Ward Hall:
A Magical Night For All

By CHRIS MOSES ‘10

On the eve of May 1st, over
120 students from the freshman
and sophomore grades poured into
the mystical world of Hogwarts at
St. Seb’s. Upon entering, students
and their dates greeted the faculty,
and ambled down a dark hallway
lined with cauldrons of fire. Harry
Potter directed the awestruck dates
into the lounge to receive their
houses at Hogwarts and to take a
picture. Bradford Walker placed the
talking hat upon student’s heads.
There the hat exclaimed Griffindor,
Hufflepuff, Slitherin, or Ravenclaw
for each person.

Next, they made their way
through the chamber and past
the castles of Hogwarts into Ward
Hall, which had become the dining
hall of Hogwarts. The emblem of
Hogwarts adorned the wooden
wall, while owls swooped through
the air. Quidditch goals hung high
in the air as students entered the

dining hall, which transmitted an
eerie red glow from the lamps.
Four long tables lined both sides
of the dining hall, leaving much
room for the dance floor in the
center. Joe and his crew cooked
pizzas, sliders, mozzarella sticks,
and fries for everyone. Cookies,
brownies, and chocolate fondue
were served for desert. The soon
to be senior class student council
members, Brad Walker, Ryan McCa-
rthy, Steven Matulis, Joe Bergeron,
and myself, sported black robes
complemented with red and
white striped scarves, the colors of
Griffindor. We served the food and
made sure everything was going
smoothly, which was no trouble
at all. Soon enough, the whimsical
Harry Potter music faded, and the
dance began.

Many kids flocked to the
dance floor when songs like “Right
Round” “Sandstorm”, “Poker Face”,
“Boom Boom Pow” “Blame It” and

“Sugar” thundered throughout
Ward Hall. The intrigued Faculty
members such as Mr. Drummond,
Mrs. Atwood, Ms. Callini, Mr.
Sullivan, Mr. Rest, and Fr. Arens
observed from the carpeted area.
Occasionally students took a break
from dancing to snack on the deli-
cious food.

Eventually the night
ended after many hours of danc-
ing and socializing. It became time
to leave Hogwarts and enter back
into reality. Overall, the night was a
huge success, attracting nearly the
entire freshman and sophomore
grades. | believe | speak for all
when | say that the unique theme
of Hogwarts may have surpassed
any other theme of previous semi-
formals. A special thanks goes out
to the student council for prepar-
ing the event, the cook crew for
providing the mouthwatering
food, and to the chaperones for
making the night such a success.

Mr. Nunan’s Wisdom at Work

Continued from pg 2

placements seamlessly and enjoy
themselves.

I was luckily able to sit
down with Mr. Nunan to discuss
the progress of the seniors at
this point in their service. When
asked about this year’s group, he
said, “It's going well. Guys really
seem engaged with their work.
As always, I'm impressed with
the diversity of placements. Kids
are working in grammar school,
with seniors and with homeless
families. And they really seem
happy with their work” Mr. Nunan
was really proud of the responses
that students have given to their
assignments.

He made the great
point that, “It's one of the few

times in life when you can do
service without having to give
something up.” It makes sense,
because although we all intend
to do community service, usually
our schedules cause conflict

and ultimately get in the way of
helping others. This program
gives seniors the chance to solely
concentrate on charity, and
dedicate themselves to helping
others.

The main focus of these
projects is to help the seniors
live the message of the school.
The phrase “Love God, Work
Hard and Take Good Care of One
Another”is often proclaimed by
Mr. Burke in chapel. However,
when do we have the chance to
relay such a powerful message
to those suffering or in need of

help? While in the St. Sebastian’s
community, we are privileged to
be around people who have heard
and seen this message been put
into action, but those outside
the campus walls may not have
the same feeling each and every
day. That is why the senor service
is so valuable; it allows for our
graduating students to give the
gift that the school has given to
them to those in need.
Congratulations to all
of the seniors for their service,
especially those who took the
time to talk to me about their
experiences. | would also like to
thank Mr. Nunan for all of his work
with the program, as well as his
words of wisdom.

Movies with Mike: Star Trek

By MIKE SANDERSON 10

Easily the most
anticipated film of the summer,
and probably all of 2009, Star Trek
does not disappoint. This eleventh
installment in the beleaguered
franchise finds success by taking
us back to the very beginning. The
movie opens with exhilarating
action, detailing the heroism of
James Kirk's father, who gives
his own life to save his wife and
unborn child (that’s not a spoiler;
it says as much in the trailer). The
opening scene is one of the best in
the film, actually, and sets the tone
for what | believe to be the best
movie released so far this year.

Star Trek boasts an
impressive young cast, led by
relative newcomer Chris Pine, who
radiates star quality as the male
lead, Captain James Kirk. Pine
perfectly portrays Kirk, a cocky
rebel who matures into a brilliant
military leader, without sacrificing
any of the swagger or humor
that makes him such a lovable
character. Zachary Quinto, of
Heroes fame, plays the legendary
Spock, and rivals Pine for the best
performance in the film. He does
a masterful job of contrasting
the Romulan, logic-based side of
Spock with his fiery human side.
Other notables include Simon
Pegg (Hot Fuzz, M:L:Ill) as Scotty,
chief technical engineer/scene-
stealing comic relief, and John Cho
(Harold and Kumar) as Sulu, who
excels in a decidedly more serious
role than we have come to expect
from him. Eric Bana should also
be commended for his turn as the
villain, Nero, a deeply disturbed
and damaged Romulan who
travels back in time to assassinate
Spock, and destroy a number of
planets along the way. The acting
in this film merits 4.5 out of 5 stars.

The writing is, for the most
part, very well done. Robert Orci
and Alex Kurtzman (Transformers)
weave a complex storyline, which
does become convoluted and
disorienting once time travel
is introduced. There are future
and present versions of multiple
characters, parallel universes, and
frankly | couldn’t really follow a
good portion of the story, but the
film is so entertaining that the
hyper-complex plot is negligible.

Essentially, Kirk is raised in lowa
without a father figure, and acts
out from a young age. He gets

into a barfight with some Star
Fleet cadets, and Captain Pike, a
friend of his father’s, challenges
Kirk to surpass his father’s heroic
legacy (another great scene). Kirk
grudgingly accepts, and ultimately
must square off with Nero to save
the universe. The dialogue at times
was a little cheesy and predictable,
but that is the case with any good
action movie, and at other points
the dialogue was outstanding,
eliciting a plethora of emotions
from the viewer. Overall I'd give the
writing 4 out of 5 stars, the only
detraction being the occasional
cheesy one liner and a highly
confusing plot.

Perhaps the chief reason
this Star Trek movie succeeded
where so many others have
failed is the director, JJ Abrams
(Lost, Cloverfield, Armageddon,

M:L:N1). The man simply doesn’t
make a bad movie, and his

vision and storytelling ability is
unsurpassed. He marvelously ties
the film together in a way that
makes it understandable to first
time viewers (like me), while also
appeasing hardcore “Trekkies”
(the ending is perfect for both
demographics). Having never
seen anything Star Trek related
before, | feel | have a pretty good
understanding of the Star Trek
universe, so no prior knowledge
of the TV show or other movies is
required. JJ Abrams, as always, gets
5 stars for brilliant direction.

To summarize, Star Trek
is a must-see movie. It succeeds
in all aspects, and is a remarkably
enjoyable experience. | was
very wary about going to see it
despite stellar reviews, but was
very pleasantly surprised, which is
rarely the case. 4.5 stars out of 5.
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ARROWS SPORTS

St. Sebastian’s School

Baseball Dominates All Foes

By ALEX SPEAR11

The St. Sebastian’s Arrows Varsity
Baseball Team has had a phenom-
enal season so far, compiling a
“near-the-top-of-the-ISL" record of
8-3 (8-4 total). The pitching has con-
tinued to excel, always giving the
Arrows a chance to win. To comple-
ment superb—near perfect—relief
pitching, the Arrows offense contin-
ues to smack the ball between the
white lines.

As always, let’s start off the
update with the pitching. The Red
and Black’s starting rotation—con-
sisting of Sophomore Edmund Mur-
phy, Freshmen Johnny Nicklas and
Jared Clement, and newly acquired
starter John Power ‘09—continues
to throw strikes and set the tone
early in games. To highlight Mur-
phy’s current success, Murph hurled
five very strong innings, shutting
out Rivers on their field. Edmund
shut down the Red Wings’ order top
to bottom, which gave the offense
plenty of room to explode for ten
runs. Johnny Nicklas has been a reli-
able starter for the Arrows thus far
as well, and has handled his starting
role with composure. In what was
maybe the highlight of the year,
Nicklas battled hard against a
strong, talented Lawrence Academy
offense, who tagged Johnny for
seven first-inning runs. After the
firstinning, though, Nicklas settled
in and held the Lawrence offense
for only two more runs in his follow-
ing three innings of work, allowing
the Red and Black offense to chip
away. Despite the fact that Clem-
ent has had to sit out a few games
due to an injury and being sick,
Jared pitched well against Rivers
in relief of Murphy, as he shut the
door on Rivers and sealed a win for
the Arrows. In Power’s lone start of
the season, he was fantastic against
Middlesex, going a whopping 6 in-
nings and a third, and surrendering
five runs—an impressive outing.

And what about that
RELIEF PITCHING!? The Arrows' relief
pitchers have been the x-factor in

multiple games this season, always
stepping up to keep the offense
up at the plate and preserve the
lead. The Arrows’two main reliev-
ers, Power and Luke Regan, have
been outstanding. Recently, Power
relieved Nicklas against Milton
Academy, and took the hill for two
innings. Power dealt a smoking
fastball for two innings to Milton
solidifying the Arrows victory.
What's more, going back to the
“highlight of the season,”Regan
came into the contest against
Lawrence Academy in relief, and
threw outstanding 5th, 6th, and
7th innings en route to an exciting
11-9 Arrow victory.

The offense: well, it has
been the same-old hard-hitting
wrecking crew for the Arrows. The
Arrows have a knack to sometimes
start off games slow at the plate,
and then out of nowhere explode
for a multitude of hits and runs,
while wreaking havoc to the adver-

saries with speed and aggressive-
ness. Leadoff man Chris Brown

‘09 has been, and continues to be
a quintessential leadoff hitter—
Brownie gets on base, steals the
next base, and lets the meat of

the order hit him in. Mike Duffy

‘09 has hit second for the entire
season, and is Mr. Consistent at the
plate. Duff, showing versatility as
he bunts to advance runners, gets
great jJumps and steals, and simply
gets hits.

The Seniors, starting with Steve
Rogers, continue to pound the
baseball into the games with
dangerous bats— with Rogers
ripping balls to all parts of the field
for singles, doubles, triples, and
homeruns. Rogers’ exceptionally
solid play at shortstop, along with
consistent, smooth second base
play by Senior Tyler Smith, forms a
dominant St. Sebastian middle in-
field. Clean-up hitting right fielder
Christian Venditti keeps on deliver-
ing the long ball, rocketing dingers
against Belmont Hill, Middlesex,
and Lawrence Academy. Against
Middlesex, Rogers smacked a

grand slam, and Venditti, the next
batter of the inning, hit another
homerun. Two games prior, Rogers
and Venditti went back-to-back as
well! Smith has hit very well in the
fifth-spot, just getting on base and
being a base runner. In almost the
“second meat of the order," Junior
Will Connolly and Senior Luke
Regan provide some serious power
and pop to an already powerful
Arrow lineup. Connolly has roped
extra base hits in this middle part
of the season, as he went 4 for 4 in
the comeback against Lawrence
Academy. Similarly, Regan puts
the ball in play every time he gets
up, and had a fantastic offensive
game against Governer’s Academy.
Third baseman Mike Ewing ‘10
continues to be a base runner, as
he puts the ball in play for singles
and beats out infield grounders. In
addition, Senior Dan Shapiro has
played well at second base and has
hit well throughout the season.
Sophomore Donny McGuirl, who
has manned the catching position
this season, is one that a team can
count on, as Donny usually gets
the Arrows offense started. Sopho-
more Alex Spear has done a nice
job hitting in the nine-hole, hitting
singles and legging out infield
grounders, while mixing in a fair
share of bunting for hits. Spear has
held down the fort at first base for
most of the season. Dan Csaplar
"11 has played a terrific hot-corner,
making all the plays.

The Arrows have four
games left, as they are on the road
on Wednesday, May 13th, at St.
Mark’s and Saturday, May 16th,
at Brooks Academy. The Arrows
then wrap up their season with
two tough games against Thayer
Academy at Babson College’s
beautifully groomed field in Need-
ham, Massachusetts, and Roxbury
Latin on Wednesday, May 20th. The
Arrows and Coaches Ryan, Lepley,
Mateo, and Schell look to end the
season on a high note to capitalize
on a solid 8-3 ISL record.
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Steve Rogers swings away for the Arrows in a 15-1 victory over Salnt Georges Iast month

Sallors Succeed on the Water

By DILLON ECCLESINE 11

“I'sail, I'm a sailor!” Ned Kingsley
proclaimed as he was strapped to
the mast of his sailboat with a life-
jacket on, as he has yet to learn how
to swim, since he insists on eating
food at the snack shack during

his weekly visits to the Dorchester
Community Pool. Nevertheless,
Kingsley is one of the four skippers
on this year’s 2009 sailing team.
Will Barnard is the number one
skipper on the team, followed by
Ned Supple, Ned Kingsley, and Alex
Morin. Ned Supple is the captain

of the team, and he is quite the
force to be reckoned with in his
boat. The crew members consist of
Brian Walker, Mike Foley, Matthew
Brennan, Kevin Martin, and Andrew
Spencer. They are all pretty solid on
the water. Coach Rynne heads the
team, as well as Father Arens and
Dr. Martin. Dr. Martin has actually
received a PHD in sailing.

Coach Rynneis a very
good sailor, and gives constructive
advice to her charges. However,
this advice has not always seemed

to pay off. Alex Morin somehow
managed to sink a Mercury for the
first time in the entire history of
boating. Dr. Martin was at a loss of
words when he saw the ship going
down, though Ned Kingsley stood
by laughing. All in all, Morin did
questionable work when he sunk
that puppy.

There are two types of
boats that St. Seb’s sails with. There
is a Mercury (Alex Morin sunk it,
as noted in the paragraph above)
and a 420.The Mercury is not very
good, because a lot of people go in
it at one time and it goes extreme-
ly slow. No one really likes it. The
420 is the preferred boat because
it only holds two people and goes
much faster than the Mercury.

There are two types of
races, fleet and team races. The
fleet races involve a ton of boats,
where you are just going against
everyone. The team races are more
fun, and out of six boats, the low-
est combination of rankings wins.
For example, a sixth place, second
place, and first place would win,
because you have managed to

successfully have less than half of
the twenty one possible points.
Ned Kingsley continues to stink
at every type of race, however. In
the occasional fleet or team race,
however, he will manage to get
first place and amaze everyone.

Overall, the sailing team is
having quite the fun time. Nobody
is quite sure whether or not it is
a varsity sport, but the school
loves it nonetheless. Also, they are
blessed with the opportunity to
drive the minibus. Even better, it is
driven by Bob the bus driver. Bob
can always create a fun bus ride,
and always provides a few laughs.
For example, last week he stared
at that mirror above his face that
allows you to look at the people in
the back of the bus for the entire
team. He stared down Alex Morin,
who quailed in fear throughout
the ride.

Shenanigans aside, the
sailing squad is doing great, com-
peting this week in the states and
nextweek in the New Englands.

Check them out when you can.

[LAX Contlnues to Thrlll Fans

Peter Burke prepaes to pull his swim move over a Nobles midfielder on his way to the goal -

By B. ECCLESINE ‘10

As the 2009 Varsity La-
crosse campaign comes to a close,
the team continues to make noise
in the Independent School League.
Currently, the St. Sebastian’s Arrows
stand at 8-5 (7-5 I.5.L.) and antici-
pate three more league victories
in the upcoming week. The Arrows
will clash with Brooks on Satur-
day, May 16, followed by contests
against Thayer and Roxbury Latin
next Monday and Wednesday, re-
spectively. Thus far, the Arrows
have relied on team discipline and
spectacular individual efforts, both
of which have fueled the team’s
tremendous success.

Unfortunately, the Arrows
have lost three games by one goal
in the 2009 season. Nobles, Middle-
sex, and Governor’s Academy all
gained the upper hand in bitterly
contested games that could have
gone either way. However, the
Arrows have demonstrated admi-
rable resilience as the team’s record
attests. The Arrows’ confidence in
each other translates to unmatched
success on the field. Of course, such
accomplishments require great

discipline; the Arrows work each
day to improve by learning from
mistakes and feeding on success.
Simple exercises such as wall ball
have definitely helped the Arrows
further develop basic ball skills,
while daily 6 vs. 6 has certainly
contributed to the development
of the Arrows offensive prowess.
Team captains Tucker Quirk 09,
Billy O’Brien '09, and Peter Burke
10 have demanded team disci-
pline and thus have helped the
Arrows maintain lofty goals.

Of course, any victorious
sports team must demonstrate
talent on the offensive end. Peter
Burke 10, James Wyse 10, and
Jack Crowley '10 have all accumu-
lated high point totals over the
course of the season. Sophomore
Murphy van der Velde '11 has not
gone unnoticed; his long-range
snipes and touchdown-esque
celebrations have attracted some
attention. Normally, Murphy
throws the fist pump, raises the
stick, and then looks to the bench
for approval, hoping for some
applause from fellow teammates
and coaches. On the defensive end
of the field, Brendan Quinn ‘09,

Ted Downs ‘09, and Max “Kingpin”
Kingsley '09 have all demonstrated
great awareness and shown tre-
mendous aggression in asserting
themselves defensively.“Summa
Bill” O'Brien ‘09 has held his own
between the pipes and definitely
helped the Arrows in an integral
aspect of the game. Pine-rider
Sean “Bishop” O’'Malley '09 also de-
serves some respect for his sideline
contributions, even though they
are minimal. Of course, fine coach-
ing from Coaches Stanton, McCa-
rthy, and Mr. Peter “Spider” Kittler,
as his childhood friends called
him, deserves attention. Without
Coaches Stanton and McCarthy,
the Arrows would be deprived
of valuable lacrosse philosophy.
Without“Spider,” the Arrows would
be stripped of a timekeeper and
bereft of ancient Indian stories.
Allin all, the Arrows have
enjoyed a great season and look
forward to finishing strong. The
team’s inexorable pursuit of suc-
cess will not fall short; the Arrows
will continue to plug along until
the final whistle in West Roxbury
on Wednesday, May 20. Hope you
can make it.

Tennis Improves, Eyes 2010

By RYAN HAYES 10

Along with other spring
sports, varsity tennis is emerging
as a premier program at St. Sebas-
tian’s. The team is guided by the
great experience and leadership
of upperclassmen, the talent and
potential of the underclassmen
and the determination of coaches
Richter and Thomas.

Like other Sebs sports
programs, varsity tennis has great
players who can just flat out play
the game. At the number one spot,
freshman Conor Haughey is one of
the most talented tennis players
that St. Sebastian’s has ever seen.
Haughey has been a member of
varsity tennis since the 7th grade
and he continues to show off his
lightning fast serve and his overall
skill. Junior Scott Neuberger is the
team’s number two this season
and has been very impressive for
the team this year. Like Haughey,
Scott has an extremely quick serve
that can easily make the opponent
uncomfortable. As doubles part-
ners, Haughey and Neuberger are
a tough duo to beat, having had
impressive matches such as the
one against Rivers.

At the three spot for the
Arrows is Captain Ryan McCarthy.

McCarthy brings both experience
and skill to the three spot. He has
proven he can consistently win
sets in both the Rivers and Gov-
ernor’s Academy matches. Both
the 4 and 5 spots are occupied

by freshmen John “Rock” Cheever
and Terry O’ Connor. This tandem
of freshmen has been extremely
consistent for the Arrows this year.
They not only have found success
as individuals, but have also been
able to win as a doubles team. At
the 6 and final singles spot for the
Arrows is David Ruffolo. Ruffolo
has been a fiery, tough competitor
for each of his opponents; howev-
er, due to his newness to the sport,

this season has been primarily a
learning one. Recent sicknesses
have allowed for Arrows such as
Andrew DeMatteo, Chris Moses
and Mike Falb to step in both at
6 singles and at 3 doubles. All
of these players are tough com-
petitors and provide depth to the
strong Arrows core.

Although the team has
a 3-14 record with wins com-
ing against Middlesex, Lawrence
Academy, and Brooks, bu they
should get more victories once the
schedule gets lighter in their last
few matches. Since the Arrows will
graduate zero varsity players, they

show promise for years to come.

Ryan McCarthy ‘10 is a critical part of the tennis team’s success

Varsity Golf Possesses
Undefeated ISL Record

By SAM RACINE ‘11

The Varsity Golf team has been
doing great so far this year. After
15 matches, including non-ISL
matches, their record is 14-0-1.
Dominating most teams this
year, the golf team looks to keep
up the pace with only a couple
of matches left.

The Arrows has defeated many
rivals, including Belmont Hill and
Nobles. The only tie they had
was against Thayer, but later on
in the season, the two teams met
again, and Seb’s came out on
top. The team has a lot of depth,
not only with outstanding first

three spots on the team (Donahoe,
Peck, Cahill), but very solid players
with the lower spots (Michaud, Cal-
lanan, Ecclesine, Bergeron, Dillon,
Ayotte, Horne, and Maskell) where
players are alternated to different
spots for different matches.

Mr. McArthur and Mr. Sullivan are
doing a great job to coach both
the varsity and the junior varsity.
The junior varsity is also doing very
well this year, with a record of 4-0.
The most important thing for the
varsity team is doing well in the ISL
championship, which is May 18th.
For the ISL championship, coaches
choose the top five players on

the team to play in a tournament
against all the other five players in
the ISL.

The difference of records from

last year, which was 8-3-3, from
this year has shown how much
the team has really improved and
that each member of the team has
worked very hard for so much suc-
cess. We hope the team continues
their success as the year comes to
a close, and can do well in the ISL
championships, which are very
important, especially this year, so
the team can prove just how good

they are.





